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Use of Mobile Phones and Cameras Safeguarding Policy 
 
Mobile phones can be helpful in ensuring that children are kept safe when on days out and 
when out of the centre. However, to ensure children are safe from the potential harm of 
mobile phone misuse we will: 

• Only use mobile phones appropriately, and ensure staff have a clear understanding of 
what constitutes misuse and know how to minimise the risk.  

• Ensure the use of a mobile phone does not detract from the quality of supervision and 
care of children.  

• Ensure all mobile phone use is open to scrutiny.  
• Ensure staff are vigilant and alert to any potential warning signs of the misuse of 

mobile phones.  
• Ensure staff are responsible for their own behaviour regarding the use of mobile 

phones and should avoid putting themselves into compromising situations, which could 
be misinterpreted and lead to potential allegations.  

• Ensure the use of mobile phones on outings is included as part of the risk assessment, 
for example, how to keep personal numbers that may be stored on the phone safe and 
confidential.  

 
Personal mobiles  
To protect children from abuse and protect ourselves from false allegations we will ensure 
that personal mobiles:  

• Are stored securely in the office and will be switched off or on silent whilst staff are 
on duty.  

• Are not used to take pictures of the children attending the setting.  
• Belonging to visitors are either turned off or stored securely in the office on entering 

the setting.  
• Will not be used to take photographs, video or audio recordings in our setting without 

prior explicit written consent from the setting.  
• Are not used to contact parents or children except in the event of an emergency.  
• Belonging to older children have signed consent from their parents giving permission 

for the child to have a mobile and agreeing that they will stored securely and be 
switched off or on silent whilst in the setting.  

 
Cameras: Photography and Images  
The vast majority of people who take or view photographs or videos of children do so for 
entirely innocent, understandable and acceptable reasons. However, due to cases of abuse to 
children through taking or using images, we must ensure that we have safeguards in place.  
To protect children we will:  

• Obtain parents’ and carers’ consent for photographs to be taken or published. 
• Obtain the childs’ permission to use specific photos when this has been requested by 
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the child and parent/carer. 
• Use only the child’s first name with an image.  
• Ensure that children are appropriately dressed.  
• Ensure the setting’s designated cameras are only used in the setting.  
• Ensure that images taken on the setting’s camera will not be emailed as it may not be 

secure. 
• Ensure that personal cameras are not used to take photographs, video or audio 

recordings in our setting without prior explicit written consent from the setting. 
• Ensure that all images are stored securely and password protected. Where images are 

stored the setting will register with the Information Commissioners Office (ICO), in 
accordance with data protection laws.  

• Ensure ‘acceptable use’ rules regarding the use of cameras by children are embedded in 
practice.  

• Ensure the use of cameras is closely monitored and open to scrutiny.  
 
 
The Use of Mobile Phones and Cameras Safeguarding Policy shall be reviewed annually. It 
may be necessary for further reviews if the policy is ever brought into question either by 
an individual or a particular incident. 


